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le T Ray THIEU THIS MORNING AND savs HIM LETTER rnon THE PRESIDENT
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AS CONTAIKED REFTEL, THIEY READ TME PRESIDENT'S LETTER CAREFULLY, BUT

A5 NSUAL MADE RO COMMENT, HE THEK WANDED ME LETTER DATED RQVEM=
NER 19 ADDRESSED TO THMF PRESIDENT, TEXT OF WHICH FOLLOWS 1IN PARAGRAPH
n,  THIEH S4TD THAY HE VISHED TO EMPMASI7£ VD POINISE '
‘1Y A% THE MATTER OF THE NCRC THE GUN IS MANIRG A CONCESSION
TR ARRFEING THAT BOTH SIDES SHALL HAVE EQUAL REPRESENTATION
ALTHOUGH THE NLF REPRESENTS ONLY ABOUT TEN PERCENT OF TNE
ROPHLATTOR,
2) THAT THME UTTHDRAVAL OF HMVA TROOP? 18 A VITAL HATTER FOR
TWE A4U®, HE REALTZES IT 19 DIFFICULT FOR US SINCE WE HAVE
REEN EXNIAGED $0 CLOSELY FOR A LONG PERIOD IN THE PRIVATE NEGO= -
TIATTONS AND BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT HKANROT HAS NEVER REEWN A
WILLING TH ADMIT THE PRESENCE OF THETR TROOPS IN THME B0OUTN,
MNF BELIEVES, THEREFORE, THAT NVA VITHDRAWAL COULD BE :
. ACHIFVED 8Y THE GUHN SUBGESTION FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF "“HONw
SOUTH VIETKAMESE TROOPS™, THUS OBVIATING THE MENTION OF NVaA
CTRANPS TR THE SOUTH, THERE wOULD STILL REMAIN NVA TROOPS |
In ¢ UHITS WHO HOW COMPRISE 79-80 PERCERT OF THESE UNITS
17 ¥ILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TN IDENTTIFY THESE FILLERS EXCEPT BY
TEXAMINING THEIR TEETH™ (1 ASKED WHETHER, LIXKE HORSES, ONE
CONLD TFLL THEIR AGE BY THE SAME PROCESS), THE GVN PROPOSES
THeT 1TSS OWKR TRNOPS AND NLF FORCES ALSO BE. DEMOBILIZED ON A
AKF FOR ORE BASIS AND THAT THEY RETURN "TO THEIR NATIVE PLACES®,
I COMMERTED THMAT THME BVA FILLERS WHO WOULD THEN BE DEMOSILIZED
MIGHT THEN RETURN TO NORTH VIET-NAM, BUT THIEU SAID THEY ’ ¢
wQIILD RAT RETURN ANRTHg THEY WILL BE IHSIRUCTED TO REMAIN IN
THE SOUTH, WRICH THEY WILL BE-GLAD TO DO, ERJOYING A BETTER
STANDARD OF LTVING HERE WHILE CARRYIHG ou cov:nr ACTIVITIES
. NN INSTRUCTIONS FROM HakOI,
2. BEGIN TEXT OF LETTER® : B ‘ §
. ‘ {

SATGON, novanasn 19, 1972
DE AR *R.‘Pntsrnenr.

[ ¥AVE RECETVED YOUR LETTER DATFD NOVEHBER 14. 1972,
AN 1 MAVE STUDIED IT VERY CAREFULLY OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS,
AGREFMFAT ABD ARALYZED THE PROPOSED CHANGES WHICH YOU KAVE
30 CAREFMLLY FXPLAINED TN ME IN YOUR LETTER, IN THE SPIRIT OF
THE CORDIAL AHD CONSTRUCTIVE DISCUSSTONS BETWEER OUR TwO

" GOVERRMENTS, T wOQMB LIXE TO CONVEY TO YOU THE CONSIDERED

VIEWS OF THF GOVERNMERT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM OR THE.
FOLLOWING POINTS WHICH WE DEEM OF VITAL IHPORT‘IC! Tﬂ THE
lREPUﬁLIC 0F VIET HAHl § :

' 'u

. - ON THE: nnus OF THE NORTH vx:rumm Il | T
. BOYTH vxzr NARS WE BEL IKVE. THAT TT IS“V!R!”TIFGN!NIHW!ﬂIt;A&‘ TR
CUEXTERNSL FONCES, THE NORTH VIETWANESE TROOPS  SHOULD: BE’

 URAMBIGUOUSLY VITHDRAWN mow smm( Wlwm mcnucm!mn
'_yor”ruz CEASEWFIRE,
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"AYR DRAFT ASREERENT,. VHICHWE.TRANSMIT TQ AMBASSADOR:BUWKER ' - ... - ¥
/. 1T0DAY, TH1S WORDIWAt" "WITHIN 62 DAYS OF THE'STGNI®G OF THIS =

£kE RREVILL BE A TOTAL WITHORAVAL PROMZSOUTH: VIET BAM“ ./ ©  ..0
"OF THE DNTTED STATES -AND;TH STHESOTHER WON - oonooo
BE FORCES™s V' : ... ,

- OF-TROOPS. we
'S0UTH, VIETHA

L INuS, WHTLE THE TDEA OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE NORTH. . = .. - e el
 VIETKAKESE TROOPS ‘1S THERE, THE NORTM VIETWAMESE TROOPS IS NOT . =~ < 1

. WERTIONED BY SAME IK THE AGREEMENT.

" . "CONCERWING THE DEMOBILIZATION OF THE OPPOSITE FORCES IN |
~ SouTR VIET KAM ON A ONESTO-ONE BASTS, WE BELIEVE THAT THERE o :
 SHOULD BE A MENTTOR THAT THE DEMOBILIZED TROOPS SHOULD RETURN o e
Th THEIR NATIVE.PLACES, TO DEAL WITH THE WORTH VIETNAMESE SR
- ARMY ELEMENTS TKCORPORATED IN THE SO-CALLED VIET' CONG UNITS.

-THIS CONSTITUTES ALREADY A SUBSTARTTAL CONCESSION FROM
OUR SIDE BECAUSE THME WORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, AS AGGRESSORS,
© SHOULD WAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN PRIOR TO THE ALLIED TROOPS. IN
THIS REGARD, MAY T RECALL THAT AT THE 7 ALLIED NATIONS SUMMIT
" CONFEREKCE, HELD ON MANILA IN OCTOBER 1968, THE PRINCIPLE HAS
BEEN ASREED TMAT ALLIED TROOPS ARE' TO BE WITHDRAWN ONLY SIX IR
#OKTHS AFTER-THE COMPLETE WITHORAWAL OF THE NORTM VIETNAMESE = L
TROOPS TO NORTH VIEY HAM. | _ Cho e . -

| 1 WOULD LIXE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE
 HORTH VIFTHAYESE TROOPS TO NORTH VIET NAM IS THE BASIC POINT
~ FAR THE REPURLIC OF VIET HAM, AND WE CANNOT SEE WOV THERE
©CaN_BE AN HORORABLE PEACE TF THE WITHDRAVAL OF THE AGGRESSORS
I8 #0T DEALT WilR CLEARLY, AT THE COKCLUSION OF THE CEASE-FIRE.

s, CONCERING THE POLTTICAL PROVISIONS, THE GOVERMMENT
0F THE REPUSLIC OF VIET HAM CONSIDERS THAT THE FUNCTION OF THE.

..

. COUNCTL OF RATIONAL RECONCILTATTION AND CONCORD SHOULD BE DESCRIBED . R
CLEARLY AS AN ADMINISTRATIVE ORGAN IR CHARGE OF THE ELECTIONS™. . '
| INE GOVERHMEST OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 18 WILLING o o
7O MAKE AN EMPORTANT CONCESSION IN ACCEPTING TO HAVE THE NLF SRR
" PARTICIPATE ON # 53/59 BASIS TN THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL RECON= = e’

_ CILIATIOM AND CONCORD WHILE THEY CONTROL ORLY A VERY SMALL -~ -~ .7
* PERCENTASE 0F THE POPULATTOR. BUT, ON THE GROUND OF PRINCIFLE, -
VE CANHDT ACCEPT TO GRAST THE NLF TWE STATUS OF "EQUALITY" WITH -
THE LEGAL GOVERBMENT OF THE REPYBLIC OF VIET NAM, THEREFORE WE
CONSIDER TWAT TME WORD "EQUALITY" AS PROPOSED IN ARTICLE 9F,
SPOULD. BF DYLETED. : AR o

ALS0, A8 VE HAVE POINTED OUT ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, WE

© CANOT ACGEPT THE 3 COMPONENTS™ FORMULA FOR THE COUNCIL OF -
RATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD, BECAUSE 1T IS ARTIFICIAL, =~

Vo 1B VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THIS IS A POLITICAL CONTEST BETVEER THE -

| e EETE
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GOVERWMENT OF TME REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM AND THE NLF, AND NOT
A THREE<CORNERED CONTEST., | \

3 3. AS REGARDS THE COMPOSITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL o
COMMISSION OF CONTROL AND SUPERVISION, WE FIRMLY BELIEVE TNAT = .

ITS COMPASITION, AS CONTEMPLATED IN THE PRESENT DRAFT, IS \

SER10USLY TFBALANCED BY THE MEMBERSHIP OF TWO COMMUNIST

COUKTRIES, POLAKD AND HUNGARY, BECAUSE IT ASSURES IN ADVANCE

AT LEAST 59 PER CENT OF THE VOTES FOR THE ‘COMMUNIST SIDE, .

- THIS WILL WAVE VERY GRAVE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE REPUBLIC
OF VIET ®aM BECAUSE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF CONTROL
ARD SUPERVISION WILL UNDERTAKE KOT ONLY THE SUPERVISION OF THE
CEASE-RIRE, BUT ALSO THE SUPERVISTON OF THE ELECTIONS WHICH
WILL DETERMINE THE POLITICAL FUTURE OF SOUTH VIET NAM,

THEREFORE, WE PROPOSE THAT THE INTERNATTONAL COMMISSION
OF CONTROL AND SHPERVISION BE COMPOSED OF 4 KEUTRALS, AND
- SUBREST THF FOLLOWIXG COUNTRTES: AUSTRIA, CARADA, FINLAND, AND
. SYITZERLAKD, . ﬁ o

THE RESSON WHY WE GIVE PRIORITY TO THE .ABOVE MENTIONED
COURTRIES AVER INDONESTA IS TMAT, LIXKE INDIA, INDONESTA NAS
EXCHAKSED DTPLOMATIC RELATIONS wITH NORTM VIET NAM WHILE IT
. HAS REFUSED SO FAR TO ESTABLISH SIMILAR RELATIORS WITH THE
‘REPUBLIC OF VIET §aM, \ f

- 4. OR THE INTERNATINNAL COMFERENCE TO BE CONVENED AFTER '
THE CEASE-FIRE, WE FEEL THAT ITS USEFULNFSS WILL BE FULLY JUSTIFIED
ONLY TF IT IS HELD AFTER A CEASE~FIRE WAS BEEK ALSO CONCLUDED IN
LADS AKD CAMBADIA, SINCE 1TS ESSENTIAL ROLE IS TO BUARANTEE
1 PEACE IH IHDOCHIRA, ' ' ‘ o '

o BESIDES, LAOS AND CAMBODTIA LOGICALLY SHOULD BE FULL .
PARTICIPANTS AT THE CONFERENCE, ‘WE DO NOT THINK THAT THERE ARE.
SERTOUS PROBLEMS ON THE DELEGATIONS OF THESE TWO COUNIRIES, _
BECAUSE IT IS YELL KNOWN THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE LEGAL GOVERRMENT
I8 LAOS A8 WELL AS IN CAMBODIA. : S

5. ON TH GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE AGREEMENT, WE BELIEVE
- THAT IT SHOULD LAY DOWN ABLIGATIONS FOR BOTH SIDES, AND  NOT OBLY = -
"ON THE VICTIMS OF.AGGRESSTOR, SR / S

. 8OTH SIDES IN THIS CONFLICT, NORTH VIET NAM AS WELL AS
20UTKE VIET %AW, HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED THAT PEACE IN INDOCHINA N o
. SHOULD BE RESTORED ON THE BASIS OF THE ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES OF THE = .
1934 .AHD 19462 GENEVA AGREEMENTS, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ,
CREPUBLIC OF VIET NAM CONSIDERS THAT THE ESSENTTAL PRINCIPLES oF -
THE 1954 GEREVA AGREEMENT ON VIET NAM SHOULD BE REESTABLISHED ’
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Vﬂ'rnnr IT SHOULD LAY DOWR ABLIGATIONS FOR aorn SIDES, AND NOT OHLY -

' ON THE VICTIMS OF. AGGRESSTOK, /

) BOTH SIDES IH THIS CONFLICT, NORTH VIET NAM AS WELL AS

SOUTH VIET #aM, HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED THAT PEACE IN INDOCHINA
‘SHOULD BE RESTORED OH THE BASIS OF THE ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES OF THE
1934 AKD- 1942 GENEVA AGREEMENTS, TNE QOVERNMENT OF THE

. REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM CONSIDERS THAT THME ESSENTTAL PRINCIPLES oF
7 THE 1954 GEREVA AGREEMENT OM-VIET NAM SHOULD BE REESTABLTSHED -

7ﬁfxn THE' €W AGREEMENT, SPELLING OUT THE BILATERAL OBLIGATIONS OF .
- "HORTN VIET NAM aS WELL AS OF SQUTH VIET NAM, WITH REGARD IN - .
“PARTTCULAR 'TO THE CLAUSES PRONIBITING THE JOIKING OF ARY HrL!rARY_,

. ALLIASCE OR MILITARY BLOC, THE MAINTENANCE BY FOREIGN POWERS OF

" 'MILITARY BASFS, TROOPS, anrrngv ADVISERS AND ntLernY PERSONNEL o
@F THEIR RESPECTTVE rznnrtonrt

S T AR CONVINCED THAT THE ABQVE POINTS ARE sssanrrAL TO A
-tanusr, HORORABLE AND DURABLE PEACE, ' WE HAVE BEEN FIGHTING rnrs\

" WAR FOR SELF-DEFENSE FOR OVER A DECADE AND HAVE MADE ENORMOUS

 GACRIFICES 1IN THIS STRUBGLE, 1IN ALL CANDOR, I DO NOT COMPRENEND -
VMY THE BASIC PRIKCIPLES WHICH FOR YEARS WE MAVE HELD AS
_1SDISPENSABLE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A GENUINE PEACE SHOULD
' BE_ SOW SACRIRICED JUST TO MEET CERTAIN CLOSE DEADLISES WHICH
THE ENENY MAS INPOSED ON US, oR wuxcn WE HAVE IHPOSED oK
0ﬂR$ELVE3.“'~ |

: AQ FEGPLE ARE LONXGING FQR PEACE MORE THAN OUR Two

. -PEOPLES, AND ‘Y AM MOST ANXIOUS TO BRING PEACE TO MY PEOPLE

AS S00R AS POSSIALE., WOWEVER, PUBLIC OPINION AND HISTORY WILL
JUDGE US O8 THE KIHD DF PEACE WHICH WE. SHALL BRING ABOUT, :

MR, PRﬁ”!QK&T.

1 Do KOT THINX THAT 1 CAR ADFQUATELY EXPLAIN TO YOU THE
GﬂVFRHNE%T OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM'S VIEWPOINTS THROUGH
LETTERS oKD MEMORANDA, Y PROPOSE THFREFORE TO SERD. TO YOU
A SPECIAL ENTSSARY TN CONVEY TO YOU TN GREATER DETAIL THE VIEWS'
OF THE 2NVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC. OF VIET HAM O8 THE PEACE .
SETTILEMENT, 1T IS MY EARREST HOPE THAT .YOU WOULD: BIVE A

'FOVDRABLE RESPONSE TO THIS .PROPOSAL. IN VIEW OF-ITS VITAL rmronrnncs~jr?fur~v’“

TO THE REPHBLIC OF VIET NAM, WE FEEL THAT OUR VIEWS DESERVE

T 8E MEARD i# FULL. THEREFORE, 1 SHALL APPRECIATE IT GREATLY 1IF, Vo i

TQ THAT EFFECT, YOU WOULD ACCEPT AS MY SPECIAL EMISSARY, EITHER -
. FAREIAK MIN!QTFR TRAN Van LAM, OR MY SPECTAL 'ASSISTANT FOR
FORETION AFFAIRﬁ, DR. NGUYEN PHU DUC, AT YOUR CORVEHIENCE. Dy

MADAME THIFY JOIRS ME IN EXTENDING TO HR$. HIXOH AND
YOU NMIR WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS AND OUR BEST UISKES FOR
CO%TIﬂ"ﬁD GOOD HEALTH,.
‘ SINGERELY

78/ THIEU

- HIS awcsLmev RICHARD M, nrxma ‘ o
- PRESIDEET OF THE USITED STATES OF. AMERICA
THE WHITE HQUSE. WASHIRBYTORN D.C4
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